AFTER THE TREATY                               261

carried the day, and as the years passed by more and more
railways came under state control. Bismarck's aim, though
not entirely achieved, had not altogether failed.1

n

The success of Bismarck's policy was ultimately dependent
upon the existence of a strong, loyal, well-disciplined and
national army, and by 1880 the time had come for the army law
to be renewed. He was therefore determined that the forces
now should be placed once for all on an impregnable footing,
independent henceforth of the Reichstag. His compromise
seven years earlier had solved a difficult problem for the time
being, but had only postponed the final solution. It was un-
fortunate that this solution should have to be found at a time of
acute economic distress, when in Silesia thousands were
threatened with destitution and when trade was universally
stagnant, but never for a moment did Bismarck hesitate in
his conviction that the army must be maintained in full
force.

The spirit of the time was one of depression indeed, and a
humble correspondent only expressed the hopes of many
of his countrymen when he begged Count Moltke to use his
influence with the Emperor for the reduction of the army.
Moltke's reply was largely quoted abroad, for indeed the whole
"gunpowder and glory business" as Lord Derby called it, was
not calculated to reassure a Europe already nervous of German
designs in view of the agreement with Austria, which was
the subject of rumour and apprehension.

"... Who does not share in the desire to see those heavy war
taxes reduced which Germany has to bear, thanks to her geo-
graphical position in the midst of most powerful nations ? It is
neither princes nor governments who stand in the way of this
reduction, a happier state of things can only arrive when all
nations learn that every war, not excepting victorious wars, is a
mutual misfortune. Even the power of an emperor cannot
bring about this conviction.

A better religious and moral education of the people in all

^Annual Register 1880 p. 160.